Dear California Delegation Legislative Directors:

On behalf of the County Welfare Directors Association of California (CWDA), we urge you to co-sponsor the bipartisan Fostering Connections to Success Act (H.R. 6307). Slated for the suspension calendar tomorrow, the bill is sponsored by Reps. McDermott and Weller.

The measure takes strong steps toward improving the child welfare system and is fully offset. 

To cosponsor HR 6307, please contact:

Sean Hughes in Rep. McDermott’s office at 5-3106 or 

Jack Dusik in Rep. Weller’s office at 5-3635.  

A copy of the Dear Colleague Letter is below.

Thank you.

Tom    

Tom Joseph

Director, CWDA Washington Office

Waterman & Associates

900 Second Street, NE, Suite 109

Washington, DC  20002

202.898.1444 (phone)

202.898.0188 (fax)

June 20, 2008

Cosponsor HR 6307, the Fostering Connections to Success Act
Dear Colleague:

We are writing to urge you to cosponsor the “Fostering Connections to Success Act,” H.R. 6307, bipartisan legislation we introduced on June 19, 2008.  Our bill makes a number of overdue improvements to the child welfare system designed to improve connections to services, family, health care, and education for children in foster care and for those who “age out” of the system.  This legislation is fully paid for through anti-fraud and other good government provisions that have bipartisan support. 

Most young adults in this country are not financially self-supportive at age 18 and rely on their parents for financial help when they are in college or have first moved out into their own home.  Foster children deserve no less.  The Fostering Connections to Success Act for the first time extends Federal foster care payments up to age 21 (at State option) to provide children who age out of foster care with important financial support while they are pursuing a degree or beginning their working career.  Similarly, adoption assistance payments are extended up to age 21 (also at State option) for children who have been adopted out of foster care after age 16.  Researchers have concluded that remaining in foster care past age 18 results in better access to health and mental health care, doubles the likelihood of being in school, and triples the likelihood of being in college.  H.R. 6307 further promotes those positive outcomes by for the first time requiring that foster and adoptive youth under age 18 be in high school and that those over age 18 be in school, training, or work to receive continued financial support. 

This bill also for the first time provides Federal financial support for relatives who assume legal guardianship of foster children.  Studies show that children placed in subsidized guardianship arrangements are less likely to be placed in foster care for an extended period of time and have fewer behavioral problems compared to children placed in foster care.  Furthermore, these arrangements save considerable administrative costs for taxpayers.  

The legislation also expands coverage of Federal funds for the training of child welfare workers to include private agency and non-profit workers who provide foster care and adoption services on behalf of the State.  Increasing access to training for all caseworkers involved in protecting and caring for abused and neglected children is important to determining whether a child can remain safely at home or should be removed.  

Finally, H.R. 6307 makes other important improvements in the care of foster children, including new oversight and enhancement of children’s health care and requirements that children be provided with stable educational environments.  The bill also provides tribal governments with direct access to Federal foster care and adoption funding for the first time, requires that States makes their best efforts to place siblings together in foster or adoptive homes, and reauthorizes the successful Adoption Incentives Program and expands its bonuses for the adoption of special needs and older children. 

We urge your support for this important legislation.  To cosponsor HR 6307 please contact Sean Hughes in Rep. McDermott’s office at 5-3106 or Jack Dusik in Rep. Weller’s office at 5-3635.  

Sincerely,

____________________________                                                                            ______________________________

Jim McDermott                                                                                                   Jerry Weller

Member of Congress                                                                                              Member of Congress

