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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
DEPUTY UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

The Honorable Jerry Weller
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Weller:

Intellectual property is the competitive cornerstone of our nation’s innovation economy, and this
Administration has made protection of intellectual property rights (IPR) around the world a top
priority. Today, we face no greater challenge to that effort than rampant piracy and
counterfeiting in China, and I am writing to seek your help to spread the word about an upcoming
special review of China’s IPR enforcement regime and a dedicated hotline the Administration
has established to assist Americans facing IPR problems in China and other overseas markets.

In a December Federal Register notice, USTR requested public comments for a systematic
evaluation of China’s IPR enforcement regime that we will conduct in the first quarter of this
year. This evaluation will measure China’s progress in implementing the commitments it made
at the April 2004 U.S.-China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT) meeting to
significantly reduce IPR infringement levels. We have developed a simple questionnaire that
makes it easy for U.S. companies and associations to assist in this effort by contributing specific
information on IPR infringement cases in China. That questionnaire is available on our web site
at www.ustr.gov/Trade_Sectors/Intellectual_Property/Section_Index.html and we need your help
to get it into the hands of interested constituents through your newsletter, web site and other
vehicles.

For those who may face immediate piracy and counterfeiting problems in China or other
countries, I also want to alert you to a dedicated hotline — (866) 999-HALT - established under
the Administration’s new Strategy Targeting Organized Piracy (STOP!). This hotline is a one-
stop-shop for live information designed to help U.S. firms and individuals secure and enforce
their intellectual property rights in overseas markets. And it should be the first stop for
constituents who report IPR infringement problems abroad.

Thank you in advance for your help in publicizing this information. Your continued leaifership
and support for USTR’s global IPR enforcement efforts is vital to our success, and I look forward
to working closely with you as we continue to fight to ensure that China and other trading
partners respect American ideas and innovations.

Sincerely,

Snotle f2 8 ana

Josette Sheeran Shiner



