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June 23, 2008
The Honorable Jim McDermott

The Honorable Jerry Weller

Chairman




Ranking Member

Income Security and Family


Income Security and Family

Support Subcommittee


Support Subcommittee

Ways and Means Committee


Ways and Means Committee

U. S. House of Representatives

U. S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515


Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representatives McDermott and Weller:

On behalf of the National Association of Counties (NACo), I write in support of the
Fostering Connections to Success Act (H.R. 6307). 

One of my presidential initiatives during my NACo presidency has been Youth Aging Out of Foster Care.  The purpose of the initiative is to raise awareness among county officials about the plight of young adults aging out of foster care, identify promising county practices that support them as they transition to independent adulthood, and enlist county officials in a call to action to take a leadership role in our communities to improve outcomes for foster youth.  
H.R. 6307 contains many provisions that NACo supports.  However, but I would like to highlight three in particular that will improve outcomes for foster children and youth and reduce their risk of homelessness, joblessness, incarceration, and welfare dependence.
First, by allowing states and counties to continue providing federal foster care payments to youth until the age of 21, your bill would give us an additional tool to ensure that these young adults are better prepared for independent living.

Second, by allowing states and counties to use federal funds for subsidized guardianship, the bill will provide needed assistance to grandparents and other relatives and help move more children and youth out of the foster care system and into permanent arrangements.
Third, by extending adoption assistance and guardianship payments through age 21 for youth who are either adopted or enter into guardianship after age 16, the bill would help provide permanent family connections to these vulnerable young adults.
In closing, I thank you for introducing H.R. 6307 and offer NACo’s full support to ensure quick passage of the legislation.

Sincerely,
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Eric Coleman

NACo President

