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June 20, 2008

The Honorable Jim McDermott

The Honorable Jerry Weller

Committee on Ways and Means 

Subcommittee on Income Security 

and Family Support

U.S. House of Representatives

1102 Longworth Building

Washington, DC 20515









Via Facsimile
Dear  Chairman McDermott and Mr. Weller:
I am writing on behalf of the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) to commend you for the introduction of H.R. 6307, the Fostering Connections to Success Act.  We are delighted to see bi-partisan attention to the needs of some of the nation’s most vulnerable children – those who have been abused or neglected and those at risk of such maltreatment.
As you know, there are many challenges in the current system.  Many children lack essential services and supports.  Approximately 40 percent of children whom we know to be abused or neglected receive no services at all, not foster care, not counseling, nothing.  For many who experience foster care, the experience is one of instability, involving moves from foster home to foster home, school to school and neighborhood to neighborhood.  Too many children linger in foster care without permanent homes and go on to “age-out” of the child welfare system unprepared for adulthood.   Child welfare workers often lack the training and experience needed to support children and their families.  The typical caseworker carries a caseload that keeps her from spending sufficient time with families to identify and address their needs.  Even when a caseworker has time to identify needs, he is often unable to connect children and families with services because they simply do not exist.
Despite these challenges, the system has much to build upon.  There are many, many caseworkers, foster parents, service providers and administrators who care deeply and are committed to helping children and families overcome crisis.  Most parents love their children and want to take good care of them.  They just sometimes need help in doing so.  There is research that points us to promising practices for addressing the complex needs of families in contact with the child welfare system.  We need to expand upon these practices and develop systemic capacity to address the needs of children and their families.  The legislation you have introduced takes important steps in that direction. 
Specifically, the bill you have introduced will: 
(1) help more children find permanent homes with relatives by requiring notice of foster care placement to a child’s relatives and by providing federal support for relative guardianship payments; 
(2) help other children find adoptive families by reauthorizing the adoption incentive program and ensuring that prospective adoptive parents know about the adoption tax credit; 

(3) help older youth prepare for adulthood by allowing them to continue to receive federal foster care payments until age 21; 
(4) help more caseworkers receive critical training by allowing states to use federal training funds to provide training to private agency workers with whom they contract;

 (5) help Indian children receive support by allowing tribes direct access to federal foster care and adoption assistance payments; 
(6) help children maintain contact with family members by requiring reasonable efforts to place children with their siblings when they must be removed from their homes and by providing federal funding for “Family Connection Grants;”
(7) strengthen the focus on children’s educational and health care needs in states’ child welfare plans and in children’s individual case plans; and

(8) help children in the District of Columbia by increasing the federal share of the District’s adoption and foster care expenditures to the share states with similar populations would receive.

Together these provisions make a down payment on our children’s future.  CLASP applauds your vision and the hard work you and your staff have done to develop this legislation. We look forward to continuing to work with you to develop and support a continuum of services that prevent abuse and neglect from occurring in the first place, as well as provide treatment and support for those, who despite our best efforts, experience maltreatment. 
Sincerely,

Rutledge Q. Hutson

Director, Child Welfare Policy
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