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June 21, 2008
Honorable Jerry Weller, Ranking Member

Ways and Means Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Attn:  Matt Weidinger, John Dusik 

Dear Representative Weller:

On behalf of the National Indian Child Welfare Association, we want you to know of our strong support for H.R. 6307, the Fostering Connections to Success Act.  
As you know, of particular importance to tribes and to Indian and Alaska Native children are the bill’s provisions that would, at long last, authorize tribal governments to administer the Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Act.  Tribal governments have the legal and moral responsibility to protect the children under their jurisdiction, and it has been a glaring omission that the Title IV-E statute ignored this fact.  Your leadership on this issue has been crucial in getting the tribal IV-E provisions in H.R. 6307 – provisions which mirror the Tribal Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Act (H.R. 4688) of which you were an original co-sponsor. 
The Fostering Connections to Success Act also makes important steps in other areas, notably in recognizing the importance that grandparents and aunts and uncles all over this nation play in raising their relative children.  

Attached is a letter of October 25, 2007, sent to you and others from national child welfare organizations in support of amending the Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Act to authorize direct tribal administration of that program.  Some organizations wrote separate support letters, including the American Public Human Services Association.
We look forward to working with you through the enactment of H.R. 6307.  Thank you.
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Terry L. Cross

Executive Director

